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New Grant funds; $183,600 is available from the FY2012 BWSR Competitive Grants Program funds 

(which expires December 31 2014 and is reported by Feb. 1 of each year).  $12,289.54 was spent from 

this grant from January thru June 2012, and $39107.08 was spent from7/1/2012 thru 12/31/2012.  

$35167.26 & $34824.72 was spent during the next 2 six-month periods ending 12/31/2013, leaving a 

balance of $62,211.40.  A grant extension was requested in April 2014 to this grant.  It was approved May 

5 2014 and extends the deadline to 12/31/2015.  This was done to allow flexibility and program 

continuity.  A CWF application was submitted for two 50% FTE NMP positions this past summer, and a 

Nitrogen BMP grant was sought from MN Dept. of Ag for the other half of these positions  

Fillmore SWCD spent an additional $55,122.34 from 1/1/14 to 12/31/2014; leaving a grant balance of 

$7,089.06. 

A 25% local match is required.  (Application shows higher amount of $79562.5 total with Fillmore SWCD 

portion being $46,062.50 instead of $45,900)  Match provided from7/1/2012 thru 12/31/2012 (after 

providing $1495 to the FY2011 Grant match) totaled $6022.48: with$302.48 from Administrative match 

and $5720 from Producer Expenses related to NMP Planning (Manure testing, Soil Testing).  During 

2013, $302.48 from Administrative match and $8985.53 from Producer Expenses, plus an additional 

$29888 Producer expense.  This leaves a match obligation of ($6958.70) ‘extra’ match. During 2014, 

Producer expenses of $14,785 were provided as match, resulting in ($21,743.70) ‘extra match beyond the 

required amounts. 

July 1 to December 31, 2014 

Dawn Bernau resigned as Nutrient Management Specialist effective August 7, 2014.  John Boyum was hired as 

Nutrient Management Specialist on October 27, 2014.   

Basal stalk nitrate samples were collected from about a dozen fields in Watson Creek and Rush-Pine Creek 

watersheds in September and October.  Three students from Kingsland FFA assisted MDA and SWCD staff with the 

sample collection.  Letters were sent to the producers in December with the results from the testing.  Winter 

meetings are being planned. 

The new Nutrient Management Specialist has met with NRCS and MDA staff for training and orientation.  He 

attended the Iowa State Integrated Crop Conference and the Minnesota Crop Production Short Course in 

December.  He has sent out letters to the producers who have done plans and is meeting with several to gather 

the information to update plans.  Updates have been completed for one producer and several others were in 

progress as of the end of the year.  He has also met with MDA staff to discuss the SE MN Nitrogen BMP Outreach 

Program, which will work with producers to do on-farm demonstrations to compare N management practices.  

The project is starting in January after all agreements are signed with MDA. 

January 1st , 2014 through June 30th ,2014 

Dawn Bernau started this position March of 2007 and:  

 I have made 168 contacts with producers.  

 I have 110 plan contacts in Fillmore County,  

 1 in Mower County,  

 14 in Houston County,  



 8 in Olmsted County,  

 33 in Winona County, and  

 1 plan that I oversaw in Rice County.  

 There are 20 plans that are now with private TSPs,  

 30 plans farmer is doing on his own now or plans that are on hold.  
o I view this as progress when the farmer wants to do his own plan.  

 However 40 plan’s they are either not interested or they canceled a EQIP contract for NMP.  
These plans consist of Dairy, Hogs and Beef. Some plans include purchased Turkey or Chicken manure. A few of 

the plans in Fillmore and Winona County are organic. Their main source of nutrients comes from legume credits, 

green manure plow down, manure and organic fertilizers.   

A total of 167 NMP contacts, of which:  

 2 2015 plans are complete 

 37 2014 plans are complete,  

 50 2013 plans are complete,  

 46 2012 plans are complete,  

 54 2011 plans are complete,  

 60 2010 plans are complete,  

 45 2009 plans are complete,  

 44 2008 plans are complete,  

 23 2007 plans are complete,  

 15 2006 plan is complete  

 Total acres for the NMP plan contacts equals approximately 66,465 acres. 
 

Nutrient Management Articles & Training 

 June 2014 SWCD online newsletter article “Lysimeter Network” and “Watson Creek and Rush Pine 
watershed project” 

 2014 SWCD Newspaper Insert article “Nutrient Crediting for 2014 Crop Season” 

 Presentation on Nutrient and Manure Management Plans at a Land Stewardship Meeting 1/31/14 

 Provided NMP training for Land Stewardship hire David Rosemann. He will be helping me update MMP 
plans 

 Provided NMP training for 3 farmers who will be doing their MMP plans on their own now  

 Provided MMP training for Bridget Evers Wabasha Co Feedlot Technician 2/26/13 

 Met with Benson Farm Service’s went over their Fertilizer spread sheet and added in a section for Manure 
Applications. This spread sheet will be used with their customers that have EQIP NMP contracts 

 Met with Jerrod Eide Pioneer Seeds rep from Rushford, talked about precision planting and services he is 
offering to his customers and what people are doing in the Rushford area.  

 

Workshops and Field days attended 

 Research Update for Ag Professionals U of M Extension 1/8/14 

 Winter Crops Days U of M Extension 1/15/14 

 MN Crop Nutrient Management Conference MN Dep of Ag – Manure Plot Poster was on display at this 
conference with the full 2 years of results, 2/11/14 

 Conservation Tillage Conference U of M Extension 1/18/14-1/19/14 

 NRCS/SWCD Tech Field Day @ CPS (precision ag) and Brian Hazels Dairy (barn tour) 3/6/14 

 Forages for “U” Workshop U of M Extension 3/27/14 



 Watershed Academy Webcast seminar “Using cover crops improving water quality” 3/25/14 

 NRCS cover crop field day @ Simons 4/17/14 

 Non-point source Nitrogen Loading, sources pathways and BMP cost effectiveness for MN surface waters, 
Webinar 5/21/14 

 

Watson Creek Watershed & Rush Pine BSNT Farmer Groups 

 Spring 2014 soil Nitrate tests were taken and all the results have been mailed out to the participating 
producers. Follow up phone calls have also been made to gather field management information. These 
fields will also have BSNT tests taken fall 2014.  
 

Southeastern MN soil Water Monitoring Network 

 All producers are still participating in this project.  

 This will be the 4th year of monitoring.  

 Kevin Kuehner MDA and Toby Dogwiler Winona State will be finalizing a summary letter on how to read 
and interpret the results from the Lysimeter samples. The participating producers will each receive a copy 
of this.  

 Dawn has gathered all the field management information for these fields for 2014  
 

SEMACDE Director’s Meetings 

 Dawn has been reelected as the secretary for the Directors Board 
  

Nitrogen Fertilizer Management Planning Advisory Committee (NFMP) 

 The NFMP is still in draft format 

 The proposed no fall application of Nitrogen rule that was released June 4, 2014 is a result of the updated 
NFMP plan 

 The Nitrogen Fertilizer Management Plan is the state's blueprint for prevention or minimization of 

the impacts of nitrogen fertilizer on groundwater. 

 The Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA)  is in the process of revising the Nitrogen 

Fertilizer Management Plan (NFMP).  The revision process started in 2010 and included a series 

of meetings with an Advisory Committee. Between August and November 2013, the MDA hosted 

six listening sessions and asked for public review and comment on the draft NFMP. The MDA 

received 32 formal comments; comments were received from a variety of stakeholders. The MDA 

carefully considered public comments and has prepared two response documents. A final revised 

NFMP document will be released in the fall of 2014.   

NMP Software 

 Real Time Ag NMP/MMP software net meeting and teleconference, we discussed their software program 
and how it could meet MN requirements. Anez consulting in central MN is currently using Real Time Ag 
software. This software can be purchased by the consultant and then you can bill your customers. It is an 
online software that can be viewed by several people and each person would have different authorization 
access. So only the consultant and farmer can make major changes to the NMP/MMP plan.  

http://www.mda.state.mn.us/chemicals/fertilizers/nutrient-mgmt/nitrogenplan/nfmprevprocess.aspx
http://www.mda.state.mn.us/chemicals/fertilizers/nutrient-mgmt/nitrogenplan/nfmpmeetings.aspx
http://www.mda.state.mn.us/chemicals/fertilizers/nutrient-mgmt/nitrogenplan/nfmpmeetings.aspx
http://www.mda.state.mn.us/chemicals/fertilizers/nutrient-mgmt/nitrogenplan/nfmpmembers.aspx
http://www.mda.state.mn.us/chemicals/fertilizers/nutrient-mgmt/nitrogenplan/listeningsessions.aspx


 I have continued to review Kevin Kuehner’s MDA software he is using for his edge of field monitoring 
sites.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

July 1, 3013 to December 31, 2013 

New Grant funds; $183,600 is available from the FY2012 BWSR Competitive Grants Program funds 

(which expires December 31 2014 and is reported by Feb. 1 of each year).  $12,289.54 was spent from 

this grant from January thru June 2012, and $39107.08 was spent from7/1/2012 thru 12/31/2012.  

$35167.26 & $34824.72 was spent during the next 2 six-month periods ending 12/31/2013.  This leaves a 

balance of $62,211.40 

A 25% local match is required.  (Application shows higher amount of $79562.5 total with Fillmore SWCD 

portion being $46,062.50 instead of $45,900)  Match provided from7/1/2012 thru 12/31/2012 (after 

providing $1495 to the FY2011 Grant match) totaled $6022.48: with$302.48 from Administrative match 

and $5720 from Producer Expenses related to NMP Planning (Manure testing, Soil Testing)  During the 

next year, $302.48 from Administrative match and $8985.53 from Producer Expenses, plus an additional 

$29888 Producer expense.  This leaves a match obligation of ($6958.70) ‘extra’ match.  

 

I started this position March of 2007 and:  

 have made 167 contacts with producers.  

 I have 110 plan contacts in Fillmore County,  

 1 in Mower County,  

 14 in Houston County,  

 8 in Olmsted County,  

 33 in Winona County, and  

 1 plan that I oversaw in Rice County.  

 There are 14 plans that are now with private TSPs,  

 14 plans farmer is doing on his own now.  
o I view this as progress when the farmer wants to do his own plan.  

 However 49 plan’s they are either not interested or they canceled a EQIP contract for NMP or the MMP is 
on hold.  

These plans consist of Dairy, Hogs and Beef. Some plans include purchased Turkey or Chicken manure. A few of 

the plans in Fillmore and Winona County are organic. Their main source of nutrients comes from legume credits, 

green manure plow down, manure and organic fertilizers.   

 

A total of 167 NMP contacts, of which:  

 19 2014 plans are complete,  

 48 2013 plans are complete,  

 46 2012 plans are complete,  

 54 2011 plans are complete,  

 60 2010 plans are complete,  

 45 2009 plans are complete,  

 44 2008 plans are complete,  



 23 2007 plans are complete,  

 15 2006 plan is complete  
 

 Total acres for the NMP plan contacts equals approximately 66,205 acres. 
 

Nutrient Management Articles & Training 

 Conservation Chronicles article “Nutrient and Manure Management Plans” 

 2013 Fair poster “Taking Credit for Manure is Easy on the Pocket Book, Good for the Environment and 
Improves Soil Health!” (2013 manure plot results) 

 Updated NMP brochure  

 Provided NMP training for Land Stewardship hire David Rosemann. He will be helping me update MMP 
plans.  

 

Workshops and Field days attended 

 MN Forage Association Field Day 7/18/13 

 MPCA Feedlot meeting on NPDS permits 8/22/13 

 Cover Crop Webinar 8/20/13 

 Nitrogen Fertilizer Management Plan Listening Session 9/23/13 

 MASWCD State Convention 12/2-12/3 2013 

 MASWCD Fall meeting 9/16/13 

 6th Grade Field Tour Day put on by Fillmore SWCD at Forestville State Park 9/18/13 
 

Watson Creek Watershed & Rush Pine BSNT Farmer Groups 

Fall 2013 BSNT samples were taken. The results are being put together along with the field management 

information for 2013. I have met with almost all of the WC farmers to go over there results and gather the field 

information. I have met with all of the RP farmers to go over there results and gather the field information. I plant 

to finish the project tasks in January 2014. The final results will then be given to the participating farmers. I will 

also include a summary of the past 3 years of data collection to compare 2013 results with. All the farmers I have 

spoken with are willing to participate again in 2014 with this project. 

Southeastern MN soil Water Monitoring Network 

Each farmer has a web link that takes them directly to their Lysimeter results, and the precipitation data 

information. Dean Thomas and I are able to go into the Lysimeter network program and make updates and 

changes as needed along with Toby and his Winona State students. The students are still collecting the samples 

and processing them. We are still in charge of gathering the field management information. There will be a 

meeting in January or February 2014 with SWCD, MDA and Winona State to go over 2013 results.  

SEMACDE Director’s Meetings 

I am still serving as the secretary for the SECACDE directors.  

Nitrogen Fertilizer Management Planning Advisory Committee (NFMP) 

There were several listening sessions held throughout the state of MN. I attended the one held in Rochester. 

The Draft NFMP plan is now being reviewed along with all the public comments by the commissioner.  



NMP Software 

The U of M software has been updated to work with Windows 7 and access 2010. Kevin Keuhner from MDA is 

almost done with his Access database MMP software. I will be able to use it for a test run sometime in 2014. I am 

also using MPCA MMP software as well. I hope to stream line plans in the future so they are more farmer friendly 

yet still meet all the requirements, and something the farmers will look at more.    

January 1, 2013 – June 31, 2013 

I started this position March of 2007 and have made 167 contacts with producers. I have 110 plan contacts in 

Fillmore County, 1 in Mower County, 14 in Houston County, 8 in Olmsted County, 33 in Winona County, and 1 plan 

that I oversaw in Rice County. There are 10 plans that are now with private TSPs, 13 plans farmer is doing on his 

own now. I view this as progress when the farmer wants to do his own plan. However 45 plans they are either not 

interested or they canceled a EQIP contract for NMP or the MMP is on hold. These plans consist of Dairy, Hogs 

and Beef. Some plans include purchased Turkey or Chicken manure. A few of the plans in Fillmore and Winona 

county are organic. Their main source of nutrients comes from legume credits, green manure plow down, manure 

and organic fertilizers.   

A total of 167 NMP contacts, of which 2 2014 plans are complete, 41 2013 plans are complete, 38 2012 plans are 

complete, 51 2011 plans are complete, 58 2010 plans are complete, 45 2009 plans are complete, 44 2008 plans 

are complete, 23 2007 plans are complete, 15 2006 plan is complete, 18 plans are in the beginning (or have been 

ongoing) planning stages for 2014 plans, 43 on hold, terminated plan, not interested or out of business. 23 plans 

being done now by other TSPs or being done by the producer. Total acres for the NMP plan contacts equals 

approximately 65,079 acres. 

CTIC Grant Update 

2011 plot is complete. Results were published in the Southern MN Nutrient Efficiency Coalition Grant Maximizing 

Nutrient Efficiency to Address Water Quality in the Upper Mississippi River Basin 2011 Participant’s Reports. They 

were handed out at the 2012 Nutrient Efficiency and Management Conference in Rochester, MN.  

The 2012 plot is complete. The funding for the 2012 plot came from the small watershed project with MDA and 

Kevin Keuhner. The results will be presented at small watershed meetings in Fillmore and Winona counties. They 

will also be available to all the customers I work with.  

2012 plot results were printed on a poster and displayed at the Fillmore Co Fair in July 2013. 2012 hand outs were 

also printed and inserted in the 2011 brochures for people to take home and review the test plot results for both 

years. I plan to speak about the plot at any appropriate upcoming meetings throughout 2013.  

Nutrient Management Articles 

1. 2013 Fillmore Co Fair Poster – 2011 and 2012 Manure Plot Results (July) 
2. Updated the NMP brochure with the new price changes 
3. June 2013 Fillmore SWCD Conservation Chronicle “How Much Nitrogen will Green Manure provide the 

2014 crop?” 

 

Workshops and Field days attended 

1. Midwest Forage Association field day at Brian Hazels 7/18/13 
2. ELINK training 6/19/13 



3. BALM meeting 6/19/13 
4. NRCS soil health field homework 5/28/13 
5. NRCS soil health training phase III 5/30/13 
6. Root River scenario meeting with MPCA 5/8/13 
7. NMP EQIP office review by Jeff King 4/16/13 
8. NRCS soil health phase II 4/2/13 
9. MPCA feedlot registration update meeting 2/28/13 
10. NRCS soil health webinar 2/21/13 
11. Feedlot workgroup meeting for Fillmore Co. 2/4/13 
12. JPB meeting 1/31/13 
13. U of M “will grid soil samples work for livestock farms” 1/23/13 
14. U of M Winter Crops Days 1/16/13 
15. U of M Research update for Ag Professionals 1/9/13 

 

Presentations 

1. Gave presentation on the Lysimeter network at the LWM Citizen’s Com. Meeting 
2. Provided training for Spencer Herbert the new NMP specialist in Rice Co.  
3. Provided training to Nicky Johnson CSP employee for the U of M NMP software 

 

Watson Creek Watershed & Rush Pine BSNT Farmer Groups 

Fall and Spring soil nitrate test results were sent out the farmers who participated. We plan to take BSNT tests fall 

of 2013, and all the farmers have been contacted and are willing to participate again.  

Southeastern MN soil Water Monitoring Network 

Each farmer has a web link that takes them directly to their Lysimeter results, and the precipitation data 

information. Dean Thomas and myself are able to go into the Lysimeter network program and make updates and 

changes as needed along with Toby and his Winona State students. The students are still collecting the samples 

and processing them. We are still in charge of gathering the field management information.  

SEMACDE Director’s Meetings 

1. Directors meeting 6/20/13 
2. SEMACDE employee meeting at the Eagle Center in Wabasha 3/19/13 
3. Directors meeting 2/6/13 

  

Nitrogen Fertilizer Management Planning Advisory Committee (NFMP) 

We are awaiting meeting dates, time and locations for the public comment period. The rough draft NFMP 

plan is done. The last meeting we had was on 12/19/12. 

NMP Software 

The U of M software has been updated to work with Windows 7 and access 2010. Kevin Keuhner from MDA is 

almost done with his Access database MMP software. I will be able to use it for a test run sometime in Aug 2013. I 

am also using MPCA MMP software as well. I hope to stream line plans in the future so they are more farmer 

friendly yet still meet all the requirements, and something the farmers will look at more.    



Watson Creek and Rush Pine Watershed BSNT farmer groups 

All the fields are lined up and ready to go for the 2013 BSNT tests for both watersheds. I will be getting the field 

management information from the farmers now till after harvest. The fall 2012 and Spring 2013 soil N test results 

were went to the producers. It would be nice to meet one-on-one with the producers late fall or early winter to 

go over the 2013 BSNT results and the soil N tests that were taken fall 2012 and spring 2013.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

July 1, 2012 to December 31, 2012 

Fillmore SWCD continues to work with landowners with their Nutrient Management needs.  All of the 

FY2011 Grant was used prior to July 1 2012; but the final $1495 (for a total of $20,000) in match from 

manure testing/soil testing was provided during this reporting period.  This completes the FY2011 Grant 

reporting. 

New Grant funds; $183,600 is available from the FY2012 BWSR Competitive Grants Program funds 

(which expires December 31 2014 and is reported by Feb. 1 of each year).  $12,289.54 was spent from 

this grant from January thru June 2012, and $41,030.28 was spent from7/1/2012 thru 12/31/2012.  This 

leaves a balance of $131,880.18 

A 25% local match is required.  (Application shows higher amount of $79562.5 total with Fillmore SWCD 

portion being $46,062.50 instead of $45,900)  No match for this grant was previously provided.  Match 

provided from7/1/2012 thru 12/31/2012 (after providing $1495 to the FY2011 Grant match) totaled 

$6022.48: with$302.48 from Administrative match and $5720 from Producer Expenses related to NMP 

Planning (Manure testing, Soil Testing)  In addition, $1600 cash match from fees were collected and 

spent.  This leaves a match obligation of $38,440.02  

Dawn’s Report:   

I started this position March of 2007 and have made 164 contacts with producers. I have 110 plan contacts in 

Fillmore County, 1 in Mower County, 14 in Houston County, 8 in Olmsted County, 30 in Winona County, and 1 plan 

that I oversaw in Rice County. There are 19 plans that are now with private TSPs or the farmer is doing them. I 

view this as progress when the farmer wants to do his own plan. However 19 plans they are either not interested 

or they canceled a EQIP contract for NMP. These plans consist of Dairy, Hogs and Beef. Some plans include 

purchased Turkey or Chicken manure. A few of the plans in Fillmore and Winona county are organic. Their main 

source of nutrients comes from legume credits, green manure plow down, manure and organic fertilizers.   

A total of 164 NMP contacts, of which 20 2013 plans are complete, 18 2012 plans are complete, 25 2011 plans are 

complete, 20 2010 plans are complete, 6 2009 plans are complete, 8 2008 plans are complete, 2 2007 plans are 

complete, 0 2006 plan is complete, 28 plans are in the beginning (or have been ongoing) planning stages for 2013 

plans, 19 terminated plan, not interested or out of business. 19 plans being done now by other TSPs or being done 

by the producer. Total acres for the NMP plan contacts equals approximately 64,416 acres. 

CTIC Grant Update 

2011 plot is complete. Results were published in the Southern MN Nutrient Efficiency Coalition Grant Maximizing 

Nutrient Efficiency to Address Water Quality in the Upper Mississippi River Basin 2011 Participant’s Reports. They 

were handed out at the 2012 Nutrient Efficiency and Management Conference in Rochester, MN.  



The 2012 plot is complete. The funding for the 2012 plot came from the small watershed project with MDA and 

Kevin Keuhner. The results will be presented at small watershed meetings in Fillmore and Winona counties. They 

will also be available to all the customers I work with.  

Nutrient Management Articles 

1. 2012 North American Manure Expo 2012 newspaper insert 
2. Nutrient Management Plans 2012 winter on line newsletter  
3. Winona paper CWL interview questions 
4. Spring 2012 newsletter, How can I Improve Nitrogen Efficiency on my Farm and how will it save me 

$Money$ 
5. Manure Plot 2012 results helped Kevin Keuhner put them together 

 

Workshops and Field days attended 

1. U of M Crop Management Tour @ Rochester 7/10/12 
2. U of M Alfalfa/Corn field day @ Eagle Bluff 7/16/12 
3. Nitrate Education Forum @ Rochester 7/25/12 
4. North American Manure Expo @ Prarie du sac WI  8/21/12-8/22/12 
5. IA Integrated Crop Management Conference @ Ames, IA 11/28/12-11/29/12 

 

Presentation: 

1. Goodhue Co Nutrient Management Field Day 9/19/12 gave the manure management presentation along 
with Katie Richards  

 

Watson Creek Watershed & Rush Pine BSNT Farmer Groups 

Soil Nitrate tests were collected fall of 2012. The results are back and we are putting them together and working 

on setting a winter meeting date to get together with the producers. We will be collecting spring soil nitrate tests 

and we will compare the fall to the spring. We plan to take BSNT tests fall of 2013.  

Southeastern MN soil Water Monitoring Network 

We had a meeting in December where we went over the 2012 results. No more progress has been made since 

that meeting. We are still waiting for the final results from Toby Dogwiler. When we get the final results and 

summary Dean Thomas and myself will report the information to the producers involved. We are also deciding 

what we are going to do in 2013 for this project.  

SEMACDE Director’s Meetings 

 9/12/12 MASCWD meeting 

Nitrogen Fertilizer Management Planning Advisory Committee (NFMP) 

We are in the last steps of the NFMP review. We will see the final draft of the NFMP in February 2013. After the 

draft is approved there will be several public meetings held around the state of MN for the public to submit 

comments on the NFMP plan. After the comments are looked over MDA will revise the NFMP again and once the 

final copy is done it will be sent for final approval from the governor.  



NFMP meeting 7/24/12 @ Mankato 

NFMP Aug meeting I did not attend but sent in my chapter review comments 

 NFMP meeting 9/25/12 @ St Paul 

 NFMP meeting 10/23/12 @ St Paul 

 NFMP meeting 12/19/12 @ Mankato 

NMP Software 

The U of M software has been updated to work with Windows 7 and access 2010. Kevin Keuhner from MDA is 

working on a NMP spread sheet that I will be reviewing in January 2013. I am also using MPCA MMP software as 

well. I hope to stream line plans in the future so they are more farmer friendly yet still meet all the requirements, 

and something the farmers will look at more.    

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

January 1 2012 – June 30 2012 

$100,000 is required to be expended on the FY2011 Grant Agreement ($80,000 grant + 25% match 

($20,000)).  After using up $20,965.24 from FY2009 grant funds, expenses from January 1 2011thru 

December 31 2011 totaled $56,271.  From 1/1/2012 to 6/30/2012 Fillmore SWCD had expenses of 

$40,093.54 ($27,804 charged to this grant plus $12,289.54 charged to the FY2012 Grant (below)).  In 

addition, $14,430 was matched with landowner expenses leaving a $1495 yet to be provided as match by 

December 31 2012.   

New Grant funds; $183,600 plus 25% local match($45,900) is available from the FY2012 BWSR 

Competitive Grants Program funds (which expires December 31 2014 and is reported by Feb. 1 of each 

year). 

Funds used from 1/1/2012 thru 6/30/2012 were: 

  $1600 from fees charged to landowner for plan writing 

 $26,204 from FY2011 CWF Grant from BWSR 

  $14,430 from Producer Expenses related to NMP Planning (Manure testing, Soil Testing)  

  $12,289.54 from FY2012 BWSR Competitive Grants Program Funds (not reported until Feb 2013) 

The FY2011 CWF Grant was 90% up front ($72,000), and has an additional 10% ($8,000) that will be awarded at 

the completion of this grant upon BWSR’s approval of our final report.  

The FY2012 BWSR Competitive Grants Program Grant is funded in 3 parts: 50% after execution of Grant 

Agreement (already received), 40% after the 1st 50% has been expended and reported, and 10% after final 

requirements are met.  It also requires a 25% local match of $45,900 (25% of $183,600). 

Dawn’s Report:   



A total of 159 NMP contacts, of which 3 2013 plans are complete,  28 2012 plans are complete, 49 2011 plans are 

complete, 58 2010 plans are complete, 45 2009 plans are complete, 44 2008 plans are complete, 23 2007 plans 

are complete, 15 2006 plan is complete, 36 plans are in the beginning (or have been ongoing) planning stages for 

2013 plans, 14 terminated plan, not interested or out of business. 14 plans being done now by other TSPs or being 

done by the producer. Total acres for the NMP plan contacts equals approximately 62,687 acres. 

CTIC Grant Update 

2011 plot is complete. The 2012 plot will test second year manure credits and three different N rates. The funding 

for the 2012 plot is not with CTIC, it is under the small watershed project with MDA and Kevin Keuhner. 

Put together a poster and hand out of the 2011 results from the Manure Plot.  

Nutrient Management Articles 

1. Dec 2011/Jan 2012 News paper article “Nutrient Management Focus.”  
2. 2012 spring SWCD online newsletter article “How can I improve Nitrogen efficiency on my farm and how 

will it save money.” 
3. 2012 Winona paper CWL Interview Question’s and a farmer that I work with from Winona county was also 

interviewed. This was for BWSR’s CWL dollars.  
 

Workshops and Field days attended: 

1. 1/11/12 Winter Crops Days meeting U of M Extension 
2. 1/21/12 Winter Grazing meeting 
3. 2/15/12 Nutrient Efficiency and Management Conference @ Jackpot Junction, MN 
4. 6/28/12 Fillmore County No-Till Field Day 

 

Presentation: 

1. 1/11/12 Winter Crops Days meeting U of M Extension, gave presentation on the Manure Plot results from 
2011 with Kevin Keuhner MDA. 

2. 1/21/12 Winter Grazing meeting, gave presentation on the Manure Plot results from 2011 
3. 1/31/12 JPB meeting, gave presentation on the Manure Plot results from 2011  
4. 2/15/12 Nutrient Efficiency and Management Conference @ Jackpot Junction, MN. Set up manure plot 

poster and brochures for people to view and answered questions about the plot. I believe there were 
around 300 people in attendance that day.  

5. 2/29/12 Winona County Feedlot Producer Meeting, gave presentation on the Manure Plot results from 
2011 with Kevin Keuhner MDA.  

6. 6/19/12 Fillmore SWCD & Fillmore MPCA Feedlot Field Day @ Brian Hazel’s Dairy Farm. Gave a 
presentation on Nutrient Management Plans and the Manure plot along with general Nutrient 
Management tips and advice. Addressed several questions regarding NMP plans.  

7. 6/20/12 BALMM meeting, gave presentation on Manure Plot and Nitrogen Management with Kevin 
Keuhner. 

 

Root River MPCA Project 

I have submitted my final numbers and reviewed them with Kahlil Ahmad, Hydrologist – Watershed Modeler for 

MPCA. The last information I had from Kahlil is that the watershed model he is working on is not complete yet.  

Watson Creek Watershed BSNT Farmer Group 



This is a group of farmers that we selected in the Watson Creek Watershed to do BSNT tests in their corn fields. 

The 2011 BSNT tests have been collected and data has been analyzed and presented to each farmer that 

participated. On 3/30/12 we had a producer meeting. We reviewed the project details, why we are focusing on 

Nitrogen and where the funding for the project came from (MRBI and Driftless dolars). Kevin Keuhner  presented 

the results from the BSNT tests for each field. We also had a round robin discussion on what worked and didn’t 

work in the fields for 2011 and why we may have seen the results we did. We went over a lot of management 

information for each filed. Each producer brought a specific question to the table that they would like answered in 

the future. Currently we are selecting the fields and gathering the management data for the 2012 BSNT tests that 

we will do. The goal is to have all the field information and GPS points ready to go by August 1, 2012. We were 

discussing having another meeting this summer to answer questions the producers had in March. We have not 

had a meeting with them yet, but I have been sending them information for area meetings to address their 

questions.  

Southeastern MN Soil Water Monitoring Network 

The network is a set of sites in SE MN where soil water nutrient concentration are measured throughout the 

spring, summer, and fall. The Winona State college students that work with Tobby Dogwiler have taken over with 

sampling the sites. We reviewed the 2011 data with Tobby and we provided the information to the producers 

who are participating. We will do the same in 2012. 

SEMACDE Director’s Meetings 

1. 2/3/12 directors meeting, prepared secretary notes   
2. 3/6/12 SEMACDE Employee Meeting, took secretary notes.  
3. 6/27/12 directors meeting, prepared secretary notes 

 

Quality Assurance Spot Check Plans 

I had a couple plans checked by NRCS Jeff King for quality assurance and to make sure I am still doing the NMP 

plans correctly. These were only for EQIP funded NMP plans.  

Nitrogen Fertilizer Management Planning Advisory Committee (NFMP) 

I volunteered to be on this committee to represent SE MN and SWCD’s in MN. We are revising the Nitrogen 

Fertilizer Management Plan for MN. This plan looks at the status of Nitrates in groundwater, nitrogen fertilizer 

management and the NFMP. The MN Department of Ag is the head of the project.  

“The Nitrogen Fertilizer Task Force was responsible for reviewing current information regarding the effects of 

Nitrogen fertilizer on water resources and for making recommendations on ways to minimize these effects. In 

2010, MDA decided to revise the 1990 NFMP to reflect current activities, apply lessons learned from 

implementation activities, interagency and other current water protection planning and implementation work and 

to better align it with current water resource conditions and program resources. In 2011 MDA assembled 

eighteen Advisory Committee members and this is what I am a part of. This advisory committee is responsible for 

providing recommendations for the revised plan, The committee reviewed information related to the N cycle, 

nitrate contamination of ground and surface water, hydrogeologic conditions, crop production, N management, N 

research, and implementation. The committee also reviewed programs of other states and received an overview 

of the status of existing state and federal programs. The committee, after reviewing the information and 

considering expert testimony, made recommendations about the plan structure, content , and roles.”  This 



process is scheduled to be done this year. The final version will have to be signed off by the commissioner of Ag. 

Prior to that there will be public meetings held in various locations in MN where the public can make comments 

and remarks regarding the NFMP plan. The committee will then review the public comments and make 

appropriate changes to the plan before the final plan is submitted. This will be a great opportunity for our area 

farmers to bring their feedback and questions regarding the NFMP plan.  

1. 1/24/12 meeting at St. Paul 
2. 3/27/12 meeting at St. Paul 
3. 4/24/12 meeting at Mankato 
4. 5/22/12 meeting at St. Paul 

 

NMP Software 

I am in the process of reviewing the new updated NMP software for the U of M and NRCS. This software is 

supposed to comply with both NRCS and MPCA requirements to make the planning process more streamline for 

both the farmer and the planner.  

I started this position March of 2007 and have made 159 contacts with producers. I have 87 plan contacts in 

Fillmore County, 1 in Mower County, 7 in Houston County, 6 in Olmsted County, 27 in Winona County, and 1 plan 

that I oversaw in Rice County. There are 14 plans that are now with private TSPs or the farmer is doing them. I 

view this as progress when the farmer wants to do his own plan. However 16 plans they are either not interested 

or they canceled a EQIP contract for NMP. These plans consist of Dairy, Hogs and Beef. Some plans include 

purchased Turkey or Chicken manure. A few of the plans in Fillmore and Winona county are organic. Their main 

source of nutrients comes from legume credits, green manure plow down, manure and organic fertilizers.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

July 1, 2011 – December 31, 2011 

6 month expenses $41,490.34 charged to this grant, which leaves $18,204.00 remaining, which are all from the 

2011 CWF Restoration Technical Assistance Fund, which expires December 31 2012.   

Funds used were:  

  $2,300 from fees charged to landowner for plan writing 

  $39,190.34  from FY2011 CWF Grant from BWSR. 

The FY2011 CWF fund has an additional 10% ($8,000) that will be awarded at the completion of this grant upon 

BWSR’s approval of our final report.  This grant also requires a 25% local cash match of $20,000 (80,000 x 25%) 

from fees, of which $2475 has been collected so far.  According to Fillmore SWCD staff, there are a lot of NMP 

plans are near completion and when complete the landowner will be billed and pay fees to meet the local match 

requirements.  A FY2012 CWF Grant has been awarded that will allow this program to continue. 

Dawn’s Report:   

A total of 155 NMP contacts, of which 16 2012 plans are complete, 33 2011 plans are complete, 25 2010 plans are 

complete, 8 2009 plans are complete, 10 2008 plans are complete, 2 2007 plans are complete, 1 2006 plan is 

complete, 21 plans are in the beginning (or have been ongoing) planning stages for 2012 plans, 32 prospect plans. 

7 plans being done now by other TSPs or being done by the producer. Total acres for the NMP plan contacts 

equals approximately 60,965 acres. 

CTIC grant project update:  



2011 Replicated Nitrogen Rate Strip Trial Results: Do my manure management plan recommendations work?  

The objective of this project is to validate U of M Extension nitrogen rate recommendations for corn following 

corn with recently applied solid-pack dairy steer finishing manure. 

1. Compare the UM recommended rate of 156 lbs.N/acre  to 186 lbs N/acre and 216 lbs N/acre rates. 

2. Validate manure nitrogen availability correction factors as affected by broadcast manure incorporation 
timing. (within 12 hours and greater than 4 days) 

• Project will also demonstrate the effect of side dressing after fall applied manure using the pre-sidedress 
soil nitrate test. 

• Cooperative project with Fillmore SWCD and Minnesota Department of Agriculture, and UM Extension. 
Key Findings 

Corn yield and profit were optimized when manure credits were taken, and total N rates were consistent with U 

of M Extension guidelines.  

Summary 

Corn grain yield differences across all replicated N rate treatments were found to be small with yields ranging 

between 191-196 bu/ac. Generally, it did not pay to apply at rates above 156 lb N/ac and net profits were 

optimized when dairy steer bedding manure was uniformly applied and incorporated within 12 hours. When 

manure N credits were not taken and rates of commercial N were applied above the guideline rate of 156 lb N/ac, 

profits decreased by up to $32/ac. Results from the one-year study indicate that U of M recommendations were 

appropriate and when combined with good manure management practices can help optimize profit potential and 

nutrient-use efficiencies. Future studies are planned to further evaluate water quality, second year manure N 

credits and split N applications.  

For additional information 

• U of M extension Manure Management http://www.manure.umn.edu/  
• Corn N Rate Calculator http://extension.agron.iastate.edu/soilfertility/nrate.aspx    
• Kevin Kuehner-Minnesota Department of Agriculture-507-765-4530 
• Dawn Bernau-Fillmore SWCD-507-765-3878 

Nutrient Management Articles 

1. 2011 fall SWCD online news article “Nutrient Management Research Updates” 
2. CTIC manure plot results article by Kevin Keuhner and Dawn Bernau “Nutrient Management Focus, Are 

my manure management plan recommendations working?” This article was also published in the SWCD 
newspaper insert for Jan 2012.   

Workshops and Field days attended: 

1. U of M Institute of Ag Professionals Field School, Waseca MN 
2. NMP Software Meeting, St. Peter, MN (discussed the future of the NMP software) 
3. Rick & Dick Johns field day, Strip till and Vertical till demonstration along with different fertilizer rates. 
4. IA State Integrated Crop Management Conference, Ames, IA 
5. Attended 4 Nitrogen Fertilizer Management Planning advisory committee meetings. These meetings will 

go into 2012.  

Presentations: 

http://www.manure.umn.edu/
http://extension.agron.iastate.edu/soilfertility/nrate.aspx


1. Manure Application Demonstration Day, Winona Co. (this was put on by Jerry Hildibrandt and I was the 
main speaker on Nutrient Management) 

2. BSNT White Water Watershed group meeting (helped Kevin Keuhner discuss preliminary results from our 
manure plot)  
 

Watson Creek Watershed BSNT farmer group: 

This is a group of farmers that we selected in the Watson Creek Watershed to do Basil Stalk Nitrogen Testing with. 

We took BSNT tests this fall and have received the results. Currently I am in the process of sitting down one-on-

one with these farmers and collecting their field records and practices. I am also going over their BSNT results 

with them. Late winter 2012 we hope to get these farmers together as a group to discus the BSNT results and 

spark some conversation between the farmers on what worked for them or didn’t work for them this year 

concerning nutrients. We hope this will open up the door for the SWCD to help with any conservation needs the 

farmers may have. 

Southeastern Minnesota Soil Water Monitoring Network: 

The network is a set of sites in SE MN where soil water nutrient concentration are measured throughout the 

spring, summer, and fall. How will the soil water be sampled? A soil water sampler, also know as a lysimeter, will 

be buried in the soil. A vacuum created inside the sampler draws water into an internal chamber through a porous 

ceramic tip. The water is retrieved through a small sampling line at the surface of the soil. the network will 

evaluate the amount of N leaching below there root zone of our soils. Myself and Dean Thomas were the main 

contact people to find producers willing to install the lysimeters. I was part of the equipment installation and 

sampling. Currently we are gathering field specific information that will help sort out the results.   

Root River MPCA project: 

I am working with Kahlil Ahmad (Hydrologist – Watershed Modeler) from MPCA to put together some useful 

numbers to help them determine some numbers for their watershed model for the Root River. We are looking at 

animal units, manure type, analysis, application method and application timing.   

I am currently still holding the secretary job for the MASWCD director meetings.  

I started this position March of 2007 and have made 155 contacts with producers. I have 101 plan contacts in 

Fillmore County, 1 in Mower County, 14 in Houston County, 5 in Olmsted County, 26 in Winona County, and 1 plan 

that I oversaw in Rice County. There are 7 plans that are now with private TSPs or the farmer is doing them. I view 

this as progress when the farmer wants to do his own plan. These plans consist of Dairy, Hogs and Beef. Some 

plans include purchased Turkey or Chicken manure. A few of the plans in Fillmore and Winona county are organic. 

Their main source of nutrients comes from legume credits, green manure plow down, manure and organic 

fertilizers.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

January 1, 2011 – June 30, 2011 

6 month expenses $35,745.90 charged to this grant, which leaves $57,394.34 remaining, which are all from the 

2011 CWF Restoration Technical Assistance Fund, which expires December 31 2012.   

Funds used were:  

  $20,965.24 from FY2009 CWL Funds that needed to be spent by 9/1/2011), $175  



  $175.00 from fees charged to landowner for plan writing 

  $ 14,605.66 from FY2011 CWF Grant from BWSR. 

The FY2011 CWF fund has an additional 10% ($8,000) that will be awarded at the completion of this grant upon 

BWSR’s approval of our final report. 

 

Dawn’s Report:   

A total of 155 NMP contacts, of which 33 2011 plans are complete, 34 2010 plans are complete, 10 2009 plans are 

complete, 35 plans are being updated, 29 prospect plans, 12 New plans for 2012. Total acres for the NMP plan 

contacts equals approximately 53,839 acres. 

CTIC grant project update. Preliminary observations and results: 1) 83% of the pre-manure end-of-season stalk 

nitrate tests fell into the excessive category. This indicates that N management could possibly be adjusted to 

improve nitrogen efficiency. 2) Pre-manure application soil tests indicated deficiencies in phosphorous. 3) Post 

manure application/pre commercial soil tests show an increase of phosphorous and potassium by 111% and 33% 

respectively. 4) After fall applied manure, pre-side dress N test results indicated a need of 30lbs of additional N on 

the incorporated test plot and 60lbs of additional N on the non-incorporated test plot. 5) Soil water nitrate 

concentrations below the corn root zone have been averaging around 21 mg/l within the treatment strips. We will 

be having a mini plot tour day with the producer and his crop advisors July 14, 2011 to go over our observations 

and plan. We will also be demonstrating to them how we take the Lysimeter samples. 

Wrote two news articles on nutrient management. They were titled 1) Nutrient Management, the 4R Approach 

and a Manure Application Study, and 2) Nitrogen Cycle and Nitrogen Movement.  

Spoke at 6 White Water Watershed meetings on nutrient management.  

Put on one “What is Manure Worth” workshop with U of M Extension. It was held in Rushford, MN. We had 9 

participants. One was from Arcadia, WI and has his own company that deals with palliated chicken manure. There 

were 2 agency people that attended from NRCS and SWCD. Six producers were in attendance ranging from hog, 

beef and dairy operations.  

Spoke at Mower Co. MRBI meeting, JPB meeting, MASWCD meeting and a BALM meeting on Nutrient 

Management and the Nitrogen Fertilizer Management Plan advisory committee that I am on.  

Attended four Nitrogen Fertilizer Management Planning advisory committee meetings. These meetings will go 

into 2012.  

Attended my first MASWCD director meeting, I am the new secretary for 2011-2012. 

Workshops and Field days attended:  

1) Grant Writing 101 Workshop 
2) U of M Extension Winter Crops Days 
3) Nutrient Efficiency Conference 
4) Current Issues in Manure Management MPCA 
5) Attended the TMDL/TAG meeting 
6) U of M Agronomy Field Tour day at Waseca 

 



I started this position March of 2007 and have made 155 contacts with producers. I have 107 plan contacts in 

Fillmore County, 1 in Mower County, 14 in Houston County, 5 in Olmsted County, 27 in Winona County, and 1 plan 

that I oversaw in Rice County. These plans consist of Dairy, Hogs and Beef. Some plans include purchased Turkey 

or Chicken manure. A few of the plans in Fillmore and Winona county are organic. Their main source of nutrients 

comes from legume credits, green manure plow down, manure and organic fertilizers. 


