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TREE SHELTER INSTALLATION TIPS 

  

1)  CHOOSING THE 5’ MIRACLE TUBE is the first step in protecting your tree seedlings from deer and rabbit 

predation and herbicide splash while doing maintenance spraying. Shorter shelters work well for shrubs, vines, 

and garden plants. 

2)  THE SOLID/UNVENTILATED BOTTOM 18 INCHES OF THE MIRACLE TUBE IS PLACED TOWARDS THE GROUND.  
There are no vent holes on the bottom /ground side of the shelter to prevent a chimney affect that would dry 
out the younger seedlings. 
 
3)  Ventilation is important as it allows the shelter to stay cooler and most importantly it helps the seedling go 

dormant in the fall in a timely manner. 

4)   Our shelters range from 1’ to 6’ long. Shelters 3’ feet and longer use a stake at least as long as the shelter. 1’ 

to 2.5’ shelters use a stake 6’’ longer than the shelter. There are 2 attached zip ties on each Miracle tube when 

you receive them. The stake will be placed on the outside of the shelter. Attach the stake to the shelter just snug 

enough to hold the stake in place. Then carefully place the shelter over the seedling ensuring that the branches 

remain upright. Once the seedling is centered in the shelter hold it firmly on the ground and pound the stake 

into the ground. Once the stake is secure tighten up the zip ties to keep the shelter from rotating in the wind. 

5)   For uniformity sake and anticipating the strongest winds out of the North, place stakes on the North side of 

the shelter. 

6)  Tree Pro shelters can stay on the tree for 5 to 7 years. As the tree grows pay careful attention to the butt 

swell of the tree at ground level. If the tree is growing too close to the shelter you can raise the shelter up a few 

inches to where the trunk is above the butt swell of the tree. Now you can leave the shelter on to protect it for 

another year or two.  

7)  The shelter does have a perforated line on the side to aid in removal.  

8) If you have any questions about shelter installation call Timber Management, LLC and ask for Mike at (319) 

573-0615. 
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